
Mr. Charles Herman Tillman
Sr.
April 28, 1941 - April 10, 2023

Charles Herman Tillman was born on April 28, 1941, in Brookhaven,
Mississippi to the union of John Butler Tillman and Edna Mae Smith Tillman.
Charles was the third child of six children from this union. Born into a family of
strong Christian values Charles accepted Christ at a very early age, where he
and his family worship at Ebenezer A.M.E. Church. 

Charles early education was at Progress Elementary/High School. The
schools were merged by the twelfth grade, finishing at Eva Harris High School
in 1961. While attending high school, Charles was a star basketball player. His
coach, Mr. Melton McMorris talked very highly of Charles and would reminisce
every time he would see him. 

Charles was very charming and extremely handsome. Many girls were very
attracted to him, but Charles was attracted to this young woman in the
eleventh grade named Joan Artitrisha Dillon. He would walk ten miles to visit
her in Bogue Chitto, Mississippi. They continued to date after graduation while
Joan was in college and Charles relocated to Chicago IL. After dating for five
years, Charles asked the love of his life for her hand in marriage. June 1,
1963 Charles and Joan were married. Their union was 
blessed with three children: Darla, Charles Jr. and Kenneth. 

He moved his family in 1969 to Milwaukee, WI for better job opportunities. He



was employed by American Motors and later retired from Chrysler after thirty
three years of service. Charles was a hard worker, driving five days a week,
and 100 miles round trip to work every day for his family. 

Charles was stylish, charismatic, handsome, humble, analytical, loving, kind,
spiritual and faithful to his wife of sixty years. According to the Bible what is a
perfect man? A man who upholds righteousness, honors his faith, is capable
of unconditional love and possesses gentleness is ideal and 
perfect. Charles was not only that way with his family but also toward others. 

Charles enjoyed and loved his family, and all life had to offer; beautiful cars,
trips to the casino, traveling south, and playing cards. He loved his daughter
Darla; she was the apple of his eye. He cherished the moments his sons and
grandsons spent with him watching sports and debating. 
Charles received such pleasure in spoiling and loving his grandchildren and
great grandchildren. 

Charles not only touched his family lives but the life of many with his kindness,
sense of humor 
and generosity. 

On Monday, April 10, 2023 at 8:32AM, the Lord called Charles home. He is
preceded in death by 
his beloved mother Edna Mae Smith Tillman and father John Butler Tillman.
One sister: Eva 
Nell Tillman and two brothers, Joe Harvey Tillman and John Albert Tillman. 

He leaves to cherish his memory of sixty years his loving and devoted wife,
Joan Artitrisha Dillon 
Tillman. One daughter, Darla (Frederick) Washington of Chicago IL; Two sons,
Charles 



Tillman, Jr. and Kenneth (Sylvia) Tillman of Milwaukee, WI; Two brothers,
Steve Tillman of 
Brookhaven, MS; Robert Curtis (Charlotte) of Hattiesburg, MS; One sister,
Mattie Coley of . 
Detroit, MI; Four sister-in- laws, Catherine Fairman and Barbara Williams of
Chicago, IL; 
Laverne Chinn of Jackson, MS; Florence Tillman of Atlanta GA. Eight
grandchildren: Patrice 
Tillman, Jaquice Tillman, Justin (Kyra) Tillman, Kendell Tillman all of
Milwaukee WI; 
Charmaine Tillman and Charles Allen Tillman of Dallas, TX; Alisha
Washington of Chicago IL; 
Abrenia Hike Tillman of Columbus, Ohio; Seven great-grandchildren; One
Aunt, Kay Frances 
Smith. Special friends; Dorothy Black and family of Harvey IL, George Tillman
and family, Paul 
Hunter, BO Garrett, Christopher and Tiffany Moore, Brian Spears, Ms. Mary
Gilmore, Mr. and 
Mrs. Eddie Williams; Special daughter; Tish Ruff; step grandchildren; Shara
and Terance 
Edwards along with a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.



Cemetery Details

Valhalla Memorial Park

5402 N. 91st Street
Milwaukee, WI

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 22. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Northwest Funeral Chapel
6630 W. Hampton Ave
Milwaukee, WI

Funeral Service

APR 22. 1:00 PM (CT)

Northwest Funeral Chapel
6630 W. Hampton Ave
Milwaukee, WI
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April 20, 2023 at 11:11 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Mr. Charles Herman Tillman Sr..

April 20, 2023 at 07:50 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Mr. Charles Herman Tillman Sr..

April 19, 2023 at 07:18 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Charles Herman Tillman Sr..

April 19, 2023 at 08:28 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Charles Herman Tillman Sr..

https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Karen McDaniel Cain - April 15, 2023 at 09:30 AM

Karen McDaniel Cain lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Charles Herman Tillman Sr.

JG

James & Elease Gearring - April 22, 2023 at 01:45 PM

James and Elease Gearring,we were classmates of Charles from the
3rd grade through high school and kept in touch.we will miss him
terribly.

D(
DARLA Y WASHINGTON (TILLMAN) - April 24, 2023 at 08:48 PM

LOVE YOU SO MUCH DAD

Karen McDaniel Cain - April 15, 2023 at 09:27 AM

My Uncle Charles was an amazing Uncle. He was the sweetest,
most kindness man. He made you feel special. Gonna miss talking
to him and our family visits when our family would visit them and
them visiting us. Rest n peace Unc, love u

YS

Yul Stephens - June 10, 2024 at 09:09 PM

I was Blessed to work with Charles and got to know him at Chrysler in
Naperville IL countless memories I had no idea that he'd passed away I
was sitting on my couch and he came to mind I looked up his name on
the Internet and seen he'd passed last year my heart just dropped he
was truly one of a kind beautiful spirit, RIH RUFF CAT 


