Ms. Mattie Merthyne Blanks

June 24, 1947 - October 12, 2023

Mattie Merthyne Blanks, a beloved daughter, mother, grandmother, sister,
aunt and community member, transitioned on October 12,2023, from cancer
complications.

Mattie was born in Tillar, Arkansas in Drew County on June 24, 1947, born to
Rev. Willie Clyde and Mattie Reynolds. She moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin
in 1965, and graduated from Milwaukee Area Technical College.

In the same year, she married John Blanks. From that union, they had three
girls, Sheila, Lisa and Tammy. Mattie began her working career in 1971, at
Kohl's as a cake decorator and worked there for 27 years while working for
the United States Postal Service. After her employment at Kohl's, she began
working for the Milwaukee County Transit System for 10 years, retiring
September 2012.

Her spiritual life journey began early under the leadership of her very own
father, Rev. Willie C. Reynolds at st. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church
in Tillar, Arkansas. After moving to Milwaukee, she transferred her
membership to St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church, under Rev.
Lovell Johnson. Mattie was a member of the usher board, adult choir, and
kitchen ministry. Mattie continued her spiritual journey and became a Jehovah
Witness in 2008, where she evangelized and fellow shipped.

As a community member, Mattie enjoyed beautifying her home and
neighborhood. She received many accolades for her superior gardening skills.
Her hard work and dedication was the pillar of the community.



Mattie participated in life to the fullest. She enjoyed shopping, traveling, and
line dancing with friends at McGovern Park. In addition to, she loved billiards,
bowling, and events that were outside. Mattie enjoyed her friends Doris
"Redd" Hill, Hester Davis, Leon, and Denise "Lil Bit" Cooper-Felts.

Mattie joined her heavenly rest with her parents, Rev. Willie C. and Mattie J
(Sanders) Reynolds and siblings: Alma Marie (Monroe) Washington, Annie
Mae (Frank) Crump, Sherman (Ida Mae) Reynolds, Vernon (Beatrice)
Reynolds, Maurice (Furtha-Mae) Reynolds, Asa (Vella) Reynolds, Flemella
(Grady) Henry, Clarence Reynolds, Shirley Anne (Willie) Rupert,brother-in-law
J.V Toles, and husband John Blanks (divorced,1990).

Survived by her daughters, Sheila Blanks, Lisa Hegler, and Tammy (Patrick)
Woodard; granddaughter: Janelle Blanks; grandsons: LaDale Blanks, DelLon
Blanks (DJ), Ivory Hegler, and Devin Woodard; sister: Gloria J. Toles and
brothers Willie C. Reynolds, Charles (Ruby) Reynolds, and Melvin (Florence)
Reynolds, along with numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

OCT 27. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Northwest Funeral Chapel
6630 W. Hampton Ave
Milwaukee, WI



Tribute Wall

The children of Grady & Flemella Henry
purchased the Heavenly Grace Spray for the
family of Ms. Mattie Merthyne Blanks.

The children of Grady & Flemella Henry - October 22, 2023 at
09:06 PM

TAMMY YOU HAVE MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY ON THE LOSS OF
YOUR MOTHER. MAY GOD STRENGTHEN YOU DURING THIS
TIME OF SORROW

MS. PEGGY TALLEY - October 20, 2023 at 02:15 PM


https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

