Mr. Willie Lee Williams Jr.

April 14, 1946 - February 5, 2025
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Willie Lee Williams Jr.., known to many as Williams, was born on April 14,
1946, in Friars point, Mississippi. He was the second child born to Willie Bell
and Willie Lee Williams Sr. Shortly after his birth, the family moved to
Memphis, Tennessee where Williams spent his childhood and several
decades as an adult. Williams proudly claimed Memphis as his hometown.
Williams was only seven years old when his father passed away after a brief
illness. Subsequently, his

mother remarried, and Williams became the eldest son of eleven siblings.
Known to his family as "Brother". he took his role seriously, and through the
year became a beloved sibling, uncle, brother-in-law, father, and grandparent.
Growing up on the north side of Memphis, TN, Williams attended public
schools and entered the workforce at a relatively young age. In August of
1965, he joined the United States Army, completed training

at the Airborne School, and served our country with distinction in the 82nd and
101 st Airborne. While in

he army serving in Vietnam, Williams earned the National Defense Service
Medal, Expert Badge (Rifle

M-14), Vietnamese Campaign Medal, Vietham Service Medal, two Overseas
Service Bars. Combat

Infantryman Badge, Bronze Star, and Parachutist Badge. He was most proud
of earning he Bronze Star

Medal with a "V" device, which was accompanied by a citation that states in



part: "His heroic actions

caused the complete breakup of an undetermined size enemy force and the
probable saving of many

of his comrades' lives. Specialist Williams' devotion to duty and personal
courage were in keeping with the

highest traditions of the military service, and reflect great credit upon himself,
his unit, and the United

States Army.

After receiving an honorable discharge from active duty during July 1968,
Williams found that

the meatpacking industry represented the best opportunities for employment.
Williams recalled that

when the president of Morrell Meatpacking learned about his military service,
he offered Williams a job

on the spot, Williams met and married Verrita Jean Lester of Memphis, TN in
1964. They had two wonderful children, Tino and Tonia. Tonia Cope still
resides in Memphis and proudly serves as a member of the Memphis Police
Department. Tino. who preceded his father in death in 2016, played football in
high school and college and became a truck driver.

After his marriage to Jean ended, Williams met and married Lula Armstrong of
Memphis, TN. They had one

beautiful daughter, Rosalynne Tiffani Williams, who is a professional make-up
artist and cosmetologist residing in Los Angeles, CA. This marriage also
ended, and Williams relocated to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, joining his mother
and other siblings who had migrated there earlier. He continued working in the
meatpacking industry in Milwaukee at Patrick Cudahy, where he was
recognized or his talents, both working on the line and managing other
employees. He became a supervisory candidate before he left the industry for
good as a veteran permanently disabled by his Vietham experiences and
exposure to Agent Orange.

In 1988, Williams was invited by his sister, Jea to a sorority cotillion where he



met his lasting love, Phoebe

Weaver Williams. Although they did not know each other previously, Williams
and Phoebe both grew up

in Memphis. They quickly became companions to each other and married in
1989. The couple shared

35 years of family, friendship, love, fishing trips, and a large community of
friends both in Milwaukee and in

the Memphis area. Although he was quiet, Williams was charming and a great
cook. He was also a devoted friend and would help you in a heartbeat,
especially if you had a car problem. He was always checking in on you and
ready to spend time in your backyard or his. Williams knew everybody, and
everybody knew

Williams. When he left, he would remind you to "Be sweet!" and that he
wanted to see you well. He will'

be missed dearly.

Williams believed in God and professed his faith in Jesus as his Savior. He
prayed, studied the Bible,

and encouraged others to do likewise. He frequently stated he was grateful for
the many blessings God

granted him.

Willie Lee Williams Jr. departed this life on February 5,2025. He leaves to
cherish his memory: wife, Phoebe; children, Tonia Cope and Rosalynne Tiffani
Williams; sisters, Louise Hall, Clarice Moore, Rosalind Hawkins (Ponney].
Gloria Dennis, Jea Delsarte, Doris Roberson, Juanita Dockins, and Letisha
Dockins; brothers, Robert Dockins, Patrick Dockins, and Correy Dockins; as
well as his stepchildren, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and many other
relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

SHIP-OUT

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Mark AME Church
1616 W. Atkinson Ave
Milwaukee, WI

Funeral Service

FEB 28. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Mark AME Church
1616 W. Atkinson Ave
Milwaukee, WI



Tribute Wall

Sorors Bobby & Pamela Davis purchased the Sm
all Garden Dish for the family of Mr. Willie Lee
Williams Jr..

Sorors Bobby & Pamela Davis - February 26, 2025 at 04:59
PM

Sorors Bobby & Pamela Davis planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mr. Willie Lee Williams Jr..

Sorors Bobby & Pamela Davis - February 26, 2025 at 04:59 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mr. Willie Lee Williams Jr..

February 26, 2025 at 10:55 AM


https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northwestfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dad you are truly missed. My heart is broken but I'm at peace
because | know you fought a long time. Your strength has always
been an inspiration to me. | look at my son Ramon and | have a
piece of you because | see you in him.

Tonia Cope - February 21, 2025 at 06:43 PM

With sincere condolences to the Williams family. Thank God for
Willie's life and the time he had here on earth. We were blessed
with a beautiful daughter during our union. Tiffani and Tonia you are
loved by your family and | am here for you and all of your
endeavors. May God grant you peace, comfort, and strength during
this difficult time. J, &

Love You,
Lula Barnes

Lula Barnes - February 21, 2025 at 03:02 PM

My condolences to our family my Big Brother will be missed. | thank
God for him and all the love his wife Phoebe has shown. God's
Blessings Abundantly Yours®@ /|, With Love and Prayers Family
Juanita Dockins

Juanita Dockins - February 21, 2025 at 03:48 PM
I will miss you sorely Uncle thank you for all you’ve ever did for me and
all the love and wisdom you poured into me . I'll never forget any of the

special moments we shared together rest in love < ¢

Danielle A. - February 25, 2025 at 08:57 AM



Mr Willie Lee Williams was a dedicated solder in the Vietham war
and loyal to the Constitution of the United States of America. His
values and his discipline and his determination has always been an
inspiration to me. Big Brother, i honor you and we will always
remember your strength and valor and your love for family and the
simple pleasures in life. May God Bless you, your loving wife and
your family..until we meet you and mother on the other side.

Love

Dorothy

jea delsarte - February 21, 2025 at 12:53 AM

| remember him fondly. He was the father of my Loving cousin Tino

Williams and Tonia Cope

Renee Burton - February 12, 2025 at 08:54 PM



